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MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

A Delegation representing the Directorate General of Civil Aviation and Meteorology in 

the Sultanate of Oman and a Delegation representing the Directorate General of Civil Aviation in 

the Syrian Arab Republic and whose names are included in annex A held discussions in Damascus 

during the period 11-12 August 2002 with a view to amending the Air Transport Service 

Agreement concluded in Muscat between the governments of both countries on 4 May 1992. The 

discussions, conducted in fraternal and amiable atmosphere, resulted in the following amendments 

to the above-mentioned Agreement: 

1-  

2- 

3- 

4- 

5- 

6- 

7. 

Para 1 (b), definition of Civil Aviation Authorities, was amended as indicated in Annex B, 

para 1 .  

Para 1 (c), definition of Designated Airlines, was amended as indicated in Annex B, 

para 2. 

Para 3 (l) ,  Designation of Airlines, was amended as indicated in Annex B, para 4. 

A new para 3, Designation of Airline Agents was added to Art. 6 ,  Application of Laws and 

Regulations, as indicated in Annex B, para 4. 

An article (14 bis), Aviation Safety, was added as indicated in Annex B, para 5 .  

In application of Art. 3 of the amended Agreement, the Government of the Syrian Arab 

Republic accepted Omani Airline as 'a second national Omani carrier in addition to 

Gulf Air. The Government of the Sultanate of Oman that a second airline yet to be 

designated be a second national Syrian carrier in addition to the Syrian Arab Airline. 

Route Schedule: 

The two delegations agreed to amend Route Schedules 1 and 2 attached to the Agreement 

according to the text of Annex C. 
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8- Capacity and Number of Flights: 

The two Delegations agreed that designated airlines are entitled to operate five ( 5 )  

passenger and/or cargo/flights per week in each direction by using any type of aircraft. 

The Syrian party promised to increase the number of flights when Omani carriers start 

operation. 

In case of additional flights, designated airlines of both parties are required to submit a 

request to the competent aviation authorities. 

9- Charter Flights 

The two Delegations agreed that each contracting party is entitled to operate any number of 

passenger and cargo charter flights at any time, with a view to promoting air traffic 

between the two countries. 

10- Fifth Freedom 

Notwithstanding the Agreement Annex concerning Route Schedules 1 and 2, the two 

Delegations agreed that: 

a) The Syrian party is entitled to use the fifth air freedom on Muscat/Dubai or 

Muscat/Dammam. 

b) The Omani party is entitled to use the fifth air freedom on Dubai/Damascus or 

Abu-Dhabi/Damascus. 

11- Code Sharing 

a) By this paragraph, Omani national designated carriers are entitled to conclude code 

sharing arrangements among themselves and with any third party carrier, provided that 

such arrangements be subject to air traffic rights provided for operational legs. 

b) Concerning travel ticket sale, each carrier operating code-shared flights as indicated in 

a) above must provide the buyer at the sale point with the name of the carrier which 



12- 

13- 
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will operate each leg of the service and with the name of the carrier (s) with which the 

buyer will enter a contact relationship. 

Double Taxation 

The two Delegations agreed to submit a recommendation to the competent authorities in 

both countries to conclude an agreement to avoid double taxations on revenues of the 

designated airlines of both countries. 

Entry into Force 

The two parties agreed that amendments and additions to the agreement set forth in 

Appendix C will enter into force temporarily as of the date of signing the 

Memorandum, and permanently as of the day of memoranda exchange through 

diplomatic channels indicating that procedure for approving these amendments and 

additions were completed in accordance with the statutory procedure of each country. 

Para 6 and subsequent paragraphs should come into force as of the date of signing this 

Memorandum. 

This Memorandum is supplementary to the Memorandum of Understanding signed in 

Damascus on 11 March 1991. 

Done In Damascus on 12 August 2002. 

For the Delegation of the Sultanate of Oman For the Delegation of the Syrian Arab Republic 

Rashid Ben Mohamed Ben Hamad AI-Kayoumy 

Head of Delegation 

Hussain Mahfoud 

Head of Delegation 
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Annex A 

Names of the Member of the Omani Delegation 

1- Mr. Rashed Bin Mohamed Bin Hamad Al-Kayoumi 

Director of Air Transport Service 

Directorate General of Civil Aviation and Meteorology 

2- Mr. Aburrazak Bin Said Bin Sah Al-Mundhiri 

Chief, Conventions and Organizations Section 

Directorate General of Civil Aviation and Meteorology 

3- Mr. Ziad Bin Kareem AI-Harmy 

Senior Director, Sales Dept. 

Omani Airlines 

4- Mr. Hassan Abdullatif Hassani 

Director, Governmental Relations (America, Europe, Africa and 
Middle-East) 

Gulf Air 

5- Mr. Muammad Alam 

Director, Eastern Countries 

Gulf Air 

Page 1 of 2 

Head 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 
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Names of Members of the Syrian Delegation 

Mr. Hussain MAHFOUD 

Miss Hoda MKHEBAR 

Miss Hasnaa AL-LAHAM 

Mr. Atif TAMIM 

Mr . Mundhir KHAYR BEK 

Mr. Said AL-HAKIM 

Miss Diana BASHOOR 

Miss Rima MUHAMMAD 

Director General of Civil Aviation 

Director of Air Transport 

Officer, Air Transport Agreements (Ministry 
of Transport) 

Chief, External Relations Dept. 

Air Transport Dept. 

Assistant Trade Director (Syrian Airlines) 

Chief, Code-Sharing Director (Syrian Airlines) 

Chief, Code-Sharing Office (Syrian Airlines) 

Head 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 

Member 
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Annex B 

Page 1 of 3 

Amendments to the Air Transport Service Agreement concluded in Muscat between the 

Sultanate of Oman and the Syrian Arab Republic on 4 May 1992. 

The following amendments were reached during the discussion held in Damascus on 

12 August 2002 between the Civil Aviation Authorities of both Countries. 

1- Amendment to Art. l.B - Definitions 

The expression "Aviation Authorities" shall mean for the Government of the Sultanate of 

Oman the Minister of Transport and Communications or any person or administration 

authorized to exercise his present terms of reference and shall mean for the Government of 

the Syrian Arab Republic the Minister of Transport or any person or administration 

authorized to exercise his present terms of reference. 

2- Amendment to Art. l.C - Definitions 

The expression "Designated Airline" shall mean those aviation companies duly designated 

and authorized according to Art. 3 of this Agreement. 

3- Amendment to Art. 3.1 - Airline Designation 

Both Contracting Parties are entitled to designate and to give written notice thereof to the 

other party, one or more airlines, for the purpose of operating the services agreed upon on 

the specified routes. 

4- Addition of a new para 3 - Designation of Airline Agents, to Art. 6 - Application of 

Laws and Rules 

For commercial and technical purposes concerning the operation of the services agreed 

upon, each contracting party shall bestow on the designated airline of the other contracting 

party the right to nominate representatives in the territory of the first contracting party. 
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Such nomination shall be made in accordance with laws and regulations applicable in the 

territory of the other contracting party. 

5- Addition of an Article 14 bis for Aviation Safety 

Art. 14 bis 

Aviation Safety 

1- Every contracting party may request at any time to hold consultations on safety standards 

concerning any flight crew area, any aircraft or any aircraft operation applied by the other 

party. Such consultations shall take place within 30  days of the request. 

2- If one contracting party finds, after those consultations, that the other contracting party did 

not comply with safety standards and safety management in any area equivalent at least to 

minimum standards and provisions of the Chicago Convention, the latter shall be reminded 

by the former of necessary developments and steps to be followed in order to comply with 

minimum standards, and shall take adequate and sound action. 

If such adequate action is not taken within 15 days or more according to the steps agreed 

upon, such failure shall constitute a foundation for the application of Art. 4.1 of the 

Agreement (Cancellation or Suspensions of AOCs). 

3- Notwithstanding those obligations provided for in Art. 33 of the Chicago Convention, it 

has been agreed that any aircraft operated by leasing arrangements concluded with 

airline(s) of a contracting party for services to and from the territory of the other 

contracting party, the aircraft may be subjected, while in such territory, to a validation test 

in order to ascertain the appropriateness of its documentation, crew, status of equipmeuts 

(the test is hereunder designated as "Apron Examination"(*)), provided that any 

unreasonable delay is avoided. 

(*) Apron test is an aircraft screening before departure. 
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4- If Apron examination or series of examinations results in: 

a) serious concern over an aircraft or an aircraft operation not complying with minimum 

standards in effect as provided for the Chicago Convention, or 

b) serious concern over a deficiency in effective safety or safety maintenance standards in 

force according to the Chicago Convention. 

The examining contracting party shall be free to conclude, according to Art. 33 of the 

Convention, that the requirements for aircraft documentation, flight crew documentation or 

validity of documentation or requirements for conducting operations are not equivalent or 

superior to minimum standards established by the Convention. 

5- If the representative of the airline(s) refuses the apron examination provided for in para 3 

above of an aircraft operated by airline(s) of a contracting party, the other contracting party 

shall be free to conclude that a serious concern, as referred to in para 4 above, may the 

reason behind such refusal. 

6- Each contracting party is entitled to suspend or modify the operational authorization given 

to the other contracting party's airline(s) as soon as the first party concludes that an 

immediate action is essential for the aircraft operational safety, based on an apron 

examination, a series of apron examinations, a consultation or else. 

7- An action taken against a contracting party according to para 2 and 6 above shall not be 

pursued as soon as the reasons for such action are no longer valid. 




